
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

Replaceable? 
 

Numbers 27:15-23 (CSB)  
15 So Moses appealed to the LORD, 16 “May the LORD, the God who gives breath to all, appoint a man over the community 17 who will go out before 
them and come back in before them, and who will bring them out and bring them in, so that the LORD’s community won’t be like sheep without a 

shepherd.” 18 The LORD replied to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man who has the Spirit in him, and lay your hands on him. 19 Have him stand 
before the priest Eleazar and the whole community, and commission him in their sight. 20 Confer some of your authority on him so that the 

entire Israelite community will obey him. 21 He will stand before the priest Eleazar who will consult the LORD for him with the decision of the 
Urim. He and all the Israelites with him, even the entire community, will go out and come back in at his command.” 22 Moses did as the LORD 

commanded him. He took Joshua, had him stand before the priest Eleazar and the entire community, 23 laid his hands on him, and 

commissioned him, as the LORD had spoken through Moses.  

Moses was an old man now, nearly 120 years old. He had spent 40 years being a faithful leader of God’s people but not a perfect 
one. As his life was coming to a close, the LORD reminded him that he had disobeyed the LORD’s command when he struck a rock in 
anger to provide water for the Israelites instead of speaking to it. Moses would ascend one more mountain and see the glorious 
Israelite inheritance of the Promised Land but would never enter into it because of his sin. He expressed only one thought: who will 
continue to lead these people after I am gone? Who will replace me? 

Have you ever thought about who will replace you? I’m guessing most of you immediately kick against that thought because you are 
you, you are unique, no one else can ever be you. And you’re right. No one else can ever be you. God does not have a limited 
number of create-a-person design templates. He made each and every single one of us personally and specially. Even if you have an 
identical twin or a doppelgänger wandering about who looks like you, only you are you. In this way, you can never be replaced. 

However, the things we do, the duties we attend to, the responsibilities we have, they can all be done by other people. You know 
that if you retire or leave your job, someone else will do it if it needs to be done. As a pastor, I’m reminded of this about every six 
months right now as I receive divine calls to serve as a pastor somewhere else. (Thankfully, right now I’m off the hook until October.) 
As I have to weigh out where I think I can best serve the Lord, I realize that just as I am being asked to replace one pastor, I myself 
am replaceable. As one pastor put it, “The very fact that you received a divine call means that God doesn’t need you in either place.” 
If I take a call or don’t take a call, another man will replace the pastoral need. Pastors are replaceable. As we look ahead to the end 
of June and plan our next voters’ meeting, we have four Church Council positions up for election. Those men are replaceable. As you 
see all those political signs and ads right now, you know that our politicians are definitely replaceable. Aren’t all of us?  

“Wait a minute, pastor. No one else can be a mother or a father to my child other than me. I’m not replaceable.” Can you be brutally 
honest about that for a minute. Can no one truly love your child, provide for their needs, and raise them well other than you? Are all 
adopted children incapable of being loved and cared for just as much, if not more, than children who are cared for by their biological 
parents? In working on our will, Wendy and I had to answer the question, “Who will take care of our kids if we both suddenly, 
tragically die?” In other words, “Who will replace us as parents?” And we made the arrangements.  

That’s kind of a gut punch, isn’t it? We’ve always been told that we’re unique, special, one-of-a-kind. And we took that to mean that 
no one can replace us. To think that we are replaceable, that in many cases we will have to be, that’s a blow to our ego, our pride, 
our self-importance. Since I’m replaceable, I have to admit that I derived my meaning from what I do, and that only I could do it. We 
even admit as much when someone steps down from a position and we say, “No one will ever be able to do this job as well as you.” 
And we puff up a bit because we’re better than all the rest. Others might be replaceable, but not us. We think we’re irreplaceable. 

There is only one who is irreplaceable, one who is totally unique, that no one else can even ever be in the same category with. That 
is the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Only he is eternal - not just in that he lives forever but that he doesn’t even have a 
beginning. No one else can ever claim that. He is three separate and distinct persons but still one God. Try as we may to wrap our 
heads around that, no other being, no other object in existence is like that. As one of our confirmands said last weekend in their 
profession of faith, only the Triune God is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent – meaning that only he is all-knowing, only he is 
present everywhere at all times, and only he is all-powerful and no one else.  

Our irreplaceable God takes care of us in ways that no human ever could. Only he could live perfectly for every single person ever in 
existence and yet to exist while also taking on all the sins of all people of all time, no matter how awful or how numerous they are – 



and that includes all our ego trips and our arrogance and pride that voices itself in our heads saying that no one could replace us. 
Only God could die just one time and have that sacrifice apply to and cover all people who already lived and died and for all people 
like us currently living and all people yet to live. Only God could raise himself back to life showing the whole world that he was not 
controlled by death but that he held death in a choke hold ready to finish it off on the Last Day. 

What’s more is that our irreplaceable God being all-knowing, present everywhere at all times, and all-powerful provides exactly 
what we need. He has compassion on us and will not leave us to be sheep without a shepherd. Moses asked for a replacement, and 
the LORD immediately answered by  selecting Joshua son of Nun and instructed Moses to commission him before the priest and the 
whole community of Israel to show that Joshua was not just the favorite of Moses but that the LORD himself chose him to lead the 
Israelites going forward. They would have another leader to replace Moses.  

I’m sure some Israelites, maybe even Joshua himself, thought, “No one can replace Moses. No one can lead the people like he did.” 
Thankfully, that’s not true. There will never be another Moses. He’s a unique individual, but he was replaced. This allowed Moses to 
have rest knowing that the Israelites would have someone else carry on the work as leader; it did not all fall on him. By providing 
people to replace us and do what we do means that when I can’t do it anymore, the LORD will provide someone else. I don’t have to 
be nor should I be some kind of Christian, spiritual Energizer bunny who keeps going and going and going. No, that’s what our 
irreplaceable God does; he just keeps going and going and going by providing more people every day to replace those who have run 
their race so that they can rest and the replacements continue the work of leading and taking care of his people.  

The fact that I am replaceable keeps me humble, keeps me from having a savior complex - a mindset telling me that I need to do 
everything in order to save people. The truth is that I can’t. I know that when my time here is done especially as a pastor, the LORD 
already has the next one chosen. I’m not going to save you or this congregation, but only God can and he does because only he is 
irreplaceable. God has and will provide you and me with exactly what we need going forward, especially when we don’t know what 
the future will hold.  

So, what do we do knowing that we are replaceable and that being replaceable is a gift from God? Well, first of all, we work while 
it’s day. While God gives us strength and responsibilities and duties, we go after them until we can’t or until we are called elsewhere 
or called home to heaven. When we can’t or when we are called to something else, we do what Moses did and what Jesus told us to 
do: we pray for the next leader. Moses appealed to the LORD, “May the LORD, the God who gives breath to all, appoint a man over 
the community who will go out before them and come back in before them, and who will bring them out and bring them in, so that 
the LORD’s community won’t be like sheep without a shepherd.” (verses 15-17) He is the God who gives breath to all. He knows every 
person and all their strengths and weaknesses. He knows exactly who the right person at the right time is to lead us, and he will 
provide them because our LORD is compassionate and gracious with us. Thus we pray for the LORD to provide us with a pastor not 
just today but also in the future. We pray for leaders in our congregation, for a Head Elder to guide us with God’s Word, an 
Evangelism Chairman to encourage and enable us to share our irreplaceable God with others, a Financial Secretary who keeps track 
of our many gifts in service to the LORD, and a Recording Secretary who helps communicate how we as leaders are seeking to serve 
you all. We ask the LORD to provide replacements in all aspects of our congregation whenever they are needed. 

Then, we live in the confidence that the LORD will provide those replacements. When he does, we support them, encourage them, 
respect them, and honor them. We ask, “How can I help you lead? What do you need help with?” If they do something different 
than the previous leaders, then it’s worth asking them about it. Have a conversation. Listen. Be willing to follow their lead, even at 
times when I don’t like it. Let’s face it: these replacements will sin against you and will fail you in some way. So did their 
predecessors. So did Moses. We are sinners. Instead of holding that sin, that failure, against them, or keeping a grudge, confront it, 
bring it out into the open, forgive, let it go, and put it in the past so that we can strengthen the whole body of Christ, this whole 
group of believers, and move forward with the replacements God provides us.  

Our irreplaceable God has our best interests in mind as he replaces our leaders over and over again. He makes sure that there will be 
another to take our place so that we can rest from our labors, helping us trust that God has got this all in his hands. Pray for those 
leaders. Look for them. Encourage them. Build them up. Trust our irreplaceable LORD to replace us as his kingdom goes forward and 
many more are brought to the rest only he provides. Amen.  
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